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his philosophical ideas nor his attacks on religion,
exclaimed that she did not wish to meddle in an
affair which was not her concern in any case; in
her inner heart it may be she was not displeased at
the troubles of an alarming man who was the
protege of a perverted censorious set, and narrowly
associated with the fortunes of Richelieu and Mine
de Pompadour. Finally after all sorts of procedures
the parody was forbidden by M. de Fleury's
orders.

In April 1748 Louis XV showed himself highly
pleased with the musicians of the private orchestra;
MM. de Campierre, Ferrand and Dufort each
received a snuff-box adorned with a miniature of
the king; the others had plain snuff-boxes, while
Moncrif, as author, was rewarded with a repeater-
watch.

The new hall for the private theatre was opened
six months later, with Le Retour d*A.stree*
Rameau's music and Bernard's words; after that
Campra's Tancrede was performed.

Mme de Pompadour and the Due de la Valliere
skilfully varied the programmes, spaced them with
dancing and entr'actes, choosing from the French
and Italian repertoire with a wide eclecticism, and
not hesitating to mix old and modern composers;
and their taste was excellent. From the musical
standpoint they gave a big place to Jean-Baptiste
Lulli and de Campra, and to Rameau; and they
discerned original talents at a time when the
English public's hostility had raised a cabal against
Handel which was not to die down till the master